
LICENSE PLATES 

vfk f hen on the road with your mom and dad do you enjoy looking at the license 
y y plates on cars and trucks? 

In America, license plates feature a series of letters and numbers. They are like the 
fingerprint of a car. No two fingerprints are alike. Similarly, in each state no two 
combinations of letters and numbers will ever be the same. This is because a license 

I plate is used to identify a specific vehicle. 
American license plates have changed a lot over time. The earliest plates were made 
of leather (the same material used to make some boots and jackets) with metal 
numbers. Soon after, license plates were made of metal and coated in porcelain (a 
material commonly used in making pottery). Eventually, the majority of plates would 
be made out of metal. However, during World War II metal was in high demand for 
the war effort, leaving some states to use soybean-based fiberboard instead. 

Today's license plates come in a wide variety of colors and designs. In the United 
States, designs often represent something a state is well-known for. For example, the 
Florida license plate features an image of the state with oranges, famously grown by 
many Florida farmers. Abraham Lincoln is on the Illinois plate since he was born there, 
and Arkansas has a diamond because they can be found in that state. 

These are just a few of the many license plates that have been made over the years 
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HISTORY OF THE 



One of the most famous advertising mascots 
in the world of cars is Bibendum, also known 
as the Michelin Man. What exactly is an 
advertising mascot, you ask? In business a 
mascot is a character used to represent a 
company or a product. For example, Mickey 
Mouse is a mascot for the Walt Disney 
Company, and Captain Crunch is a mascot 
for Captain Crunch cereal. Bibendum is the 
mascot of Michelin, a French company that 
manufactures tires. 

Ever since inventing their tires in 1891, 
brothers Andre and Edouard Michelin were 
interested in finding new and exciting ways 
to advertise. They found their answer in 
1894 while Michelin was participating in 
an exhibition. Edouard was studying the 
Michelin display and noticed the two tall 
stacks of tires were shaped like a person. 





BECAUSE SO MUCH IS RIDING ON YOUR TIRES. 

1996 

Later, the brothers were approached by 
an artist named O'Galup. He presented a 
design of a jolly man. 

The brothers combined parts of Edouard 
and O'Galup's ideas to create Bibendum, 
the Michelin Man. The result was a large, 
jolly man made of tires. He first appeared 
in advertising posters in 1898, and people 
dressed in Bibendum costumes were 
frequently seen in parades and at car 
shows. All of this helped Bibendum become 
a well-known character, so much so that 
he appeared on many different products. 
Pictures of Bibendum were used on maps 
and car accessories, and a candy company 
even sold a chocolate Bibendum figure! 

The Bibendum of today looks very different 
from the way he did more than 100 years 
ago. His body has grown smaller while his 
eyes and the tires he is made of have grown 
larger. In the past, he looked more like a 
person in a tire suit. Now he looks more 
like a cartoon character, such as Spongebob 
Squarepants. Check out the pictures to 
see just how much the Michelin Man has 
changed! 



MICHELIN MAN 



By: Matthew Hocker 
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David S. Cammack was born December 4, 1927 in Washington 
D. C. Known as a leading expert on the life of Preston Tucker 
and the Tucker Automobile Corporation, David spent his 
last forty years collecting Tucker cars, parts and collectibles. 
Sadly, in April 2013 Mr. Cammack passed away peacefully in 
Alexandria, Virginia. 

Cars had always been a passion of David and his four brothers, 
Tom, Bob, Bill and John. In the mid 1940's, the brothers formed 
the company Cloverdale Real Estate and began to buy and 
collect cars. They owned a total of 200 cars during their 
collecting days. When the AACA Museum opened in Hershey, 
PA back in 2003, a 3,500-square-foot room called the Cammack 
Gallery was built onto the facility through a donation by 
David's late brother. Bill. This room was meant to one day 
house David's Tucker collection for permanent public display. 

David hoped his collection would lead visitors to share his 
interest in and admiration of Preston Tucker and his car. And 
what a collection it is! Previously displayed by invitation only 
in Alexandria, VA, it is probably the largest, most complete 
collection anywhere dedicated to the Tucker automobile. It 
includes three of the remaining 47 Tucker cars, thousands of 
artifacts detailing the Tucker Corporation's interesting story. 
Tucker radios and seat covers still in their boxes, two full-scale 
test chassis, notes and letters to Tucker's employees, eight 
different engines/transmissions, and an estimated 50,000 
blueprints (think of blueprints as being like the building 
instructions for a car). 

In June of 1948, when David was a teenager, he and one of his 
brothers traveled to Washington's Mayflower Hotel to get a 
look at the "Tin Goose," the first of the Tucker prototype cars. 
The room was so packed with people that they couldn't get a 
close look at the car. This was the beginning of David's lifelong 
curiosity about the Tucker. However, David lost interest for a 
while after learning the Tucker company failed and went out 
of business. 

Years later, David's thoughts returned to Preston Tucker and 
his car, and he began his collection. In 1972 he bought Tucker 
car with serial number 1022 from a museum in New York. One 
year after that, he found another Tucker for sale, serial number 
1001. The third one was serial number 1026, which David 
added to his collection in 1974. All of these cars were given an 
extensive restoration. Two of David's cars appeared in the 1988 
Francis Ford Coppola movie, Tucker: The Man and His Dream. 
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One of the features of the AACA Museum's must-see 
Tucker exhibit will be the reproduction of a Tucker 
dealership, as shown in this artist's drawing. 



David Cammack's most remarkable find may be the paperwork 
that Tucker's engineers left behind. After Tucker's death in 
1956 his family, not realizing their value, tried to dispose of the 
drawings at a Chicago dump. However, the dump claimed the 
blueprints were unacceptable and rejected them. The papers 
were then offered to the Tucker Automobile Club of America 
(www.tuckerclub.org), which contacted David, and he bought 
them. 

David Cammack continued as curator and caretaker of his 
collection until his death, after which his collection was 
destined for the AACA Museum and AACA Library & Research 
Center, both located in Hershey, Pennsylvania. 

The AACA Museum has embarked upon the renovation of 
their existing Cammack Gallery to create a great exhibit: 
Tucker cars and artifacts from the David Cammack collection. 
This permanent, interactive and educational exhibit will teach 
visitors about the compelling story of the development of 
these historic cars with their unique, advanced features. 

The AACA Museum envisions the Tucker exhibit becoming 
a "must see" attraction for hobbyists, historians and people 
from all over the world. The first phase of the Cammack Tucker 
Gallery will be officially opened to the public on October 8, 
2014, as part of the museum's annual Night at the Museum 
event. If you and your family ever plan on making a trip to 
Hershey, be sure to visit the museum to see these fantastic cars 
in person! 








Tucker cars with serial numbers 
1001, 1022 and 1026. 
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Scene from the 1988 movie. Tucker Getting ready to trans 
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cars to its new home in Hershey 



The First Completely New Car in Fifty Years 
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1948 Tucker brochure 



FIND THE PICTURES 

Can you find each of these pictures at 
another place in this newsletter? 

The topic for this issue: FALLING FOR FUN! 




WE NEED... 

short crancies, poems, 

PHOTOS, CROSSWORD PUZZiej 

odd word seoRcnes FROm 

our juniOR memBeRS. 




Please send to: 
Chris Sitter 
AAGA Library & Research Center 
501 West Governor Roacl 
Hershey, PA 17033 



Ready to rev your engines and 
finish this crossword puzzle? 
Read each article in the magazine 
to find all the answers! 




1. First name of Edouard Michelin's brother. 

2. The earliest license plates were made of . 

4. Michelin makes for cars and trucks. 

5. Another name for the 'building instructions' of a car. 

6. Another name for the Michelin Man. 

9. You will be able to see the Tucker cars at the AACA _ 

14. The Volkswagen Beetle's louvers can be found on its . 
side. 



2. Last name of the American president on the Illinois license plate. 

3. A character used to represent a company or product is also 
known as a . 

7. The name for the slotted 'bumps' on a car. They cool the engine 
by allowing air to enter or escape the engine compartment. 

8. During World War II, some license plates were made using this 
material. 

10. In more modern cars louvers can sometimes be found on top of 
the hood, such as some examples of the Mustang. 

11. The prototype Tucker car was known as the ' Goose.' 

12. Which car was David Cammack's favorite? 

13. License plates feature a series of letters and . 



IF YOU'VE EVER BEEN TO AN ANTIQUE CAR SHOW, YOU 
PROBABLY HAVE NOTICED A SET OF MANY SLOTTED 
"BUMPS" ON THE FRONT OR BACK OF SOME CARS. 

These bumps are known as louvers. By carefully looking at 
these louvers, you will see they also serve as openings into 
the engine compartment. Why is this? 

As you are driving a car, the engine becomes very hot. An 
engine can be damaged when it becomes too hot. Louvers 
were originally designed to help cool the engine, with the 
louvers acting like a vent for the engine compartment. Hot 




air escaped the engine compartment through the slotted 2013 Mustang GT Louvers 

openings of the louvers. Some louvers were also made to 
allow cooler air to enter the compartment. 

The placement of the louvers on a car depends on the location of the engine. Some cars like the Volkswagen 
Beetle have an engine in the back, so any louvers in these cars would also be in the back. In most cars, 
the engine is usually placed in the front. In such cars made before World War II (1942) louvers most often 
appeared on the side of the hood. In more modern cars louvers can sometimes be found on top of the 
hood, such as some examples of the Ford Mustang. 

Louvers are less common in today's cars. This is mainly because the grille on the front of the car serves 
the same purpose by allowing air to enter the engine compartment. Next time you go to an antique car 
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The Antique Automobile Club of America 

501 W. Governor Road, P.O. Box 417, Hershey, PA 17033 
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JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP (AGE UP THROUGH 12 YEARS OLD) . . . $10.00 per calendar year 



Members receive quarterly newsletter. Wheels, button and badge. Date of Birth required for Juniors. 

Payment Method: 

Check or money order enclosed payable to AACA. (US funds only) Any check dishonored by a bank and 
returned to AACA will be subject to a charge of $15.00 

Charge to; (circle one) Visa MasterCard 

Card# Exp Date CV# 
Authorized Signature 




